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M arch 31, 2005
CHILDREN’S AUTHOR FEATURED 
AT UM FRIENDS OF LIBRARY BANQUET
MISSOULA -
Sneed Collard III, the author o f m ore than 4 5  children’s books, will receive this year’s 
Lud Brow m an A w ard for distinguished scientific w riting  during the Friends o f the M ansfield 
Library 42nd Annual Spring Banquet on W ednesday, April 13.
The annual banquet and library fund-raiser w ill feature a 6 p .m . social and 7 p . m .  
dinner at M issoula’s Holiday Inn Parkside. Tickets cost $30 until April 4 and $35 thereafter 
and at the door. Reserved tables for 10 are only $250 if purchased by April 4. Call the library 
at (406) 243-6800 to reserve seats.
This y ea r’s event features a lecture by C ollard , a prize raffle that includes m em orabilia 
from  the estate o f M ontana statesm an M ike M ansfield and presentation o f several library 
scholarships.
Collard has written num erous children’s books about science, nature and the 
environm ent. They include award-winning picture books such as “Leaving H om e,” “The 
Deep-Sea F lo o r” and “B eaks!” He also has w ritten  jun io r high-level books such as “A Whale 
Biologist at W ork” and “The Prairie B uilders,” as well as widely acclaim ed books for young 
adults like “Alien Invaders -  The Continuing T hreat o f Exotic Species” and “M onteverde -  
Science and Scientists in a Costa Rican Cloud F o re s t.”
Besides his award-w inning science books, Sneed is the author o f other popular titles 
such as “B is for Big Sky Country -  A M ontana A lphabet” and a forthcom ing novel for young
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adults titled “Dog S ense .”
Sneed graduated with honors in m arine biology from  the U niversity o f California, 
Berkeley, and received a m aster’s in scientific instrum entation from  UC-Santa Barbara. He 
first came to M ontana in 1979, working as a cook in Glacier National Park before m oving to 
M issoula in 1996.
Banquet raffle tickets cost $5 apiece or $10 for three. Prizes include an ornate 
barrister s bookcase, an autographed CD set o f Lewis and C lark lectures by UM  history 
Professor H arry Fritz and the opportunity to pick one o f several Asian keepsakes from  the 
personal estate o f M aureen and M ike M ansfield.
The Friends o f the Library Board also will recognize three individuals for their 
outstanding com m itm ent and support to the organization. They are Dr. A rnold Bakken o f 
Missoula, Dr. H ow ard Reinhardt o f Missoula and Vern Sylvester o f Stevensville.
FitzG erald Scholarships will be presented to UM  student employees who work at the 
library. In addition, attendees will learn the winner o f the annual Book Collection Contest, in 
which students write essays about their book collections or about what types o f books they 
would like to collect.
The Lud Browm an Award honors Ludwig G. Browm an, a UM  zoology professor 
during 1937-1972. Besides being an active faculty m em ber and researcher, he was a founding 
member o f the Friends o f the Library. Past awardees are David Alt and Donald H yndm an 
(1987), John Craighead (1990), Jack H orner (1991), Jessie Bierm an (1993), D orothy Patent 
(1995), David Quam m en (2000), Richard M anning (2001) and Janine Benyus (2003).
For m ore inform ation, call the M ansfield L ibrary at (406) 243-6800.
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